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SYNOPSIS 

A day at the seashore can be full of surprise, wonder and excitement. 

Leap through the waves like a dolphin. 

Glide through the water like a fish. 

Soar along the sand with the seagulls. 

What will you do when you go to the beach? 

A lyrical story that celebrates the joy found exploring the coast from the bestselling author 

of Kangaroos Hop and the highly acclaimed illustrator of Bidhi Galing. 

AUTHOR MOTIVATION 

‘I wrote this book in the summer of 2021 after a few weeks of mostly solitude by the sea on 

the NSW Central Coast. I’d spent those weeks floating around in the water and swimming, 

walking in the rain and under sunny cloudless skies, watching the ocean, feeling the breeze 

on my face, slowing down. I wanted to write about the emotions children can immerse 

themselves in through the natural world of a beach. Looking back, my emotional wellbeing 

has often been sustained by being at the beach, from my memories as a small child, right 

through my life. Samantha’s illustrations, especially the scale and perspectives that place 

the child up close and personal with beach creatures, as big as a whale or as tiny as a 

periwinkle, bring to life my hopes to depict that emotional connection.’ 

Ros Moriarty 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Ros Moriarty grew up in wild, pristine places in 

lutruwita/Tasmania, which inspired her love of writing 

about the natural world. She is the author of many 

books for young readers, including Beach Song, Ten 

Scared Fish, Kangaroos Hop, Splosh for The Billabong, 

Summer Rain, Bush Tracks, Rainbow, What’s That 

There? and Who Saw Turtle? Ros has spent most of 

her professional life as creative and managing 

director of leading Australian design studio, Balarinji, 

and is co-founder of the not-for-profit Moriarty 

Foundation. She lives on Cammeraygal Country in Sydney. 

 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

 Samantha Campbell is a children’s book illustrator and 

graphic designer. She is descended from the Dagoman 

people and lives in Mparntwe (Alice Springs) with her 

family. She draws inspiration from her childhood 

growing up in remote Aboriginal communities across the 

Top End. Her first picture book, Alfred’s War (written by 

Rachel bin Salleh), was short-listed for the Premier’s 

Literary Awards and the Speech Pathology Awards. Since 

then, she has illustrated numerous picture books 

including Aunty’s Wedding, Freedom Day, My Deadly 

Boots and Bidhi Galing.  
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IN-CLASS DISCUSSIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

• Pre-reading activity: In a whole class discussion, ask students to name their five 

senses [TOUCH, TASTE, SMELL, HEAR, SEE]. After listing the senses on your 

whiteboard, tell the class they will be playing a game where you will say a place and 

they will try to imagine the things they might ‘sense’ in that place. Tell them the 

place is a BEACH and list the suggestions against the matching sense on the 

whiteboard. For instance, next to the word SEE you might put suggestions such as 

SAND, WATER and SEAWEED. Next to the word HEAR might be WAVES, SEAGULLS 

and LAUGHTER. 

 

• Once complete, explain that you will be reading a book called Beach Song and show 

them the cover. Discuss the elements on the cover that tells you this will be a book 

set at a beach. Explain that the way words ‘look’ can sometimes help us better 

understand the meaning behind them. Focus attention on the colour and objects 

that make up the title and discuss how they communicate the idea of a beach. Ask 

the students if they can guess what might happen in the story. 

 

• Read the story through once and discuss how it made the students feel. What did 

they like about the images? What did they like about the words? 

 

•  Slowly re-read the story a second time, stopping at each double-page spread to talk 

about what the child in the story is sensing. Point out that the story repeats the line, 

‘I see what the [creature] sees ‒’ and ask them to imagine what the child and 

creature might also be TOUCHING, TASTING, SMELLING and HEARING. 

 

•  Explain to students that words can stir feelings and that Ros Moriarty uses very 

poetic language to help us feel what the child in the story is feeling. The techniques 

she uses include: repetition, alliteration and careful word choice. 

 

https://www.allenandunwin.com/resources/for-teachers
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o Repetition – Note how the word ‘I’ is repeated on every spread and ask 

students if this made them feel like the child is speaking directly to them. 

Ask them to find other examples of repetition in the text. 

o Alliteration – Invite students to come up with reasons why the author 

might want to put words with similar sounds together in the story. Give 

as an example, ‘a fountain of sand that flies from her flipper…’. Explain 

that this is called alliteration and ask them to find other examples in 

Beach Song. 

o Word choice – explain that some words appeal to our senses more than 

others. Use as an example from the text, ‘When I loll and roll and twist 

and turn’ and ask students how the underlined words bring the act of 

swimming under water to life better than the words ‘I swim’.' 

 

• Create flash cards with the verbs that appear on the right-hand side of each double 

page spread. [leap, surf, blow, glide, swim, grip, laugh, soar, move, burrow, call, dig, 

land, hang, hoot] Explain to the class that verbs are words that describe a movement 

or state of being and that everyone is going to play a game called Verb Charades. 

Show the children the verb flashcard for ‘blow’ while demonstrating the action. Now 

invite students, one at a time, to choose a card without showing anyone else, act out 

the verb and see if the rest of the class can guess correctly. Extra points can be given 

if students remember each creature in the story that is mentioned with the verb. 

 

• Turn to the last page in the story and ask students to fill in the following sentences: 

o I sleep like a….sleeps. 

o I dream of… 

 

• Study the book’s endpapers and name the creatures that are in the story but do NOT 

appear here. 
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