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No Radltf Skoss ir Jqria %W

Once you have read the book, ask everyone to discuss their S "(’Rmd
initial responses to the story. Make sure they know what is
happening in Syria, and they understand that there are

1
many children like Aya across the UK and Europe. I o

We first meet Aya and her family when they have arrived in England. Can you imagine
going to a different country where no one can speak your language? How would that make
you feel?

At the beginning, Aya’s Mum is very quiet and she hasn’t been eating. How do you think
this makes Aya feel?

Why do you think Ciara appears to dislike Aya?

Aya and Dotty become good friends despite how different their lives appear to be.
Discuss the ways they are similar, why do you think they become so close!?

How does this friendship help Aya!?

Miss Helena tells Aya that she ‘relied a great deal on the kindness of strangers’ (p. 46).
Discuss the different ways Aya and her family are shown kindness.

We read about Aya’s journey through flashbacks. How would you have felt throughout this
journey? (e.g. on the boat, or shut in the container?)

Think about what home means to you. Aya and her family have to flee their home to stay
safe. What are the things that remind Aya of home? How different or similar are these to
the things that remind you of your home?

Discuss the word ‘refugee’. What did you think this meant before reading No Ballet Shoes in Syria?
Has reading this changed your view? How does this word make Aya feel?

How does dance help Aya confront her past! Why do you think that it is only through her
dance that she is able to allow her memories in?

Aya is helped by people in the community. In what ways does she become a part of this
community! What impact does she have on those that she meets!?

How did you feel about the ending to the story? Aya never finds her Dad, how is she able
to cope with this?
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