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Lots of the activities and discussion topics in these teacher’s
notes are deliberately left open to encourage pupils to develop
independent thinking around the book. This will help pupils build
confidence in their ability to problem solve as individuals and also
as part of a group.
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Marie Curie
—& The Front Cover

s What do you think was special about Marie Curie?

The Blurb

Is there anything that surprises you in the blurb?
What is the Nobel Prize?

Why do you think the blurb uses the adjective ‘courageous’ to
describe Marie Curie?

¥ .« +  The Endpapers
: -
2 ¥ What do you think the shapes represent on the end
’ ’ ; papers?
» »
A A S Create your own design, when you have finished reading
: , i = the book.

s notes

Looking at the illustration, what sort of things do you
think Marie found interesting?

Why do you think Marie had no interest in becoming a
princess?

If you were to make a vow to yourself, what would it be?
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Do you think your family background influences what you
do in life?

Talk and then write about something that you have which
you think of as a ‘treasure’ and explain why it is so
special.

How do you think Marie felt about leaving her home in
Poland to go to France?

Make a collection of words to describe the different
feelings that she might have had.

Discuss whether you think women and men should be
treated differently, giving reasons for your opinions.

What challenges did Marie face when studying in
France?

s notes

Discuss whether you think people need shared interests if
they are to develop good relationships.
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Why are they called Madame and Monsieur Curie?

What does this illustration suggest to you?

Find out what radium and polonium are.

Why do you think it ‘was such a thrilling moment for
science’?

What was particularly important about Marie Curie
winning the Nobel Prize?

s notes

How has the illustrator conveyed what has happened?

How do you think Marie Curie felt?
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How did Marie Curie deal with the grief of losing her
husband?

How does the illustrator reflect this in the page design?
Find out which Nobel Prizes Marie Curie was awarded.

What do you notice about the audience?

How did Marie Curie’s discovery help injured soldiers in

World War 12

What impact did Marie Curie’s determination and
courage have on others?

s notes

Why do you think the illustrator chose to depict Marie
Curie in this way in the illustration?

Rephrase Marie Curie’s advice in your own words.
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What extra facts have you found out on these pages?

Find Warsaw and Paris on a map or globe. How many countries do you think Marie Curie
would have had to travel through to go from Warsaw to Paris?

Create a timeline for Marie Curie’s life, showing the most important events and the dates of

World War .

You might find the video on this website interesting: quartokno.ws/2TgxRUZ

s notes
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Be Lold, be Lrave, dream BIG!
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